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VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

Asa part of the Center lor Divarce Mediation's continning
eftort 1o make mlvrmation about Divorce Medigtion mare
accessible, we  have crealed  ovr own websie  at
wiwwy, DivorceMediation Norwalk CT U8 The Center's website
includes the Tollowimg topes: What s divoree medation” How
long dees divorce medianon take”  Why choose divoree
mediatiom? How does divorce medition work” Co- nediation”?
Who are the divorce mediatons? Comparison of adversarial and
medialion process, Mediation widen lape; Role ol the
comsultmg attorney, Frequently asked questions about divoree
mediation, New lax law allects divorce, New court divorce
rules, Predictors of mediation syccess, & steps [or parents and
children durmg a divorce, Child's Bill of Rights. 10 ways 1o
heln children during a divorce, Parcnting education programs,
Directions (o the Center for Divorce Mediation and a link to
our e=-mail, Please let us know i you hive any suggestions Lol
other helptul material

April 1998
Dear Colleagues:

The CENTER For DIVORCE MEDIATION &
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION, INC. is pleased to
sendl you this seventh issue of THE PIVOROEMEDIATOR,

The CENTER FOR INVORCE MIDIATION &
ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE  RESOLLTION, - INC.  has
developed this newsletter to share information and
ideas related 1o Divorce Mediation. We want to share
what we know as: well as invile your questions,
thoughts and comments. This exchange of ideas will
allow us to continue to grow and learn from each
other and better serve couples who have made the
difficull decision 1o end their maryiage.

Wally Mareus and Mary Marcus

CONFIDENTIALITY OF MEDIATION
BILL BEFORE STATE LEGISLATURE

The State Legislature's Judiciary Commitree heard
testimony on March 9, 1998 on Raised Bill 580, An
Act’ Concerning Mediation. The bill, sponsored by the
Alternative  Dispute Resolution
Connecticul  Bar  Association,

Section of  the

provides  for
confulentiabity of all commumcanens during mediation.
Mary Mauarcus, chair of the Connecticut Council for
Divoree Mediation's Legislaton Committes presented
testumory an behall of CCEM o strong support of the
hill.

Currently in Connecticut, communication, both
oral awd written, offered n the course of private
mediation is ool privileged as per state law.  Maos
mediators include i then medunon agreements a
staternent to the effect that partics and mediator agree
{0 keep all material conNdential bur this does nat have
the Torce of law behid i, Thus, withoul &
confidentiality law, 1l a medianon breaks down amd
litigation 1s begun, material that bad been mtroduced in
the anediation can be used 1 the hitigation and the
mediator can even be supoened,  Confidentiality of
comse, 15 an essental mgredient of the mediation
process and without 8 guarantee of confidenuality,
parties may  be reluctant w be Tully open in their
cormucation.

Cotnt-sponsored mediations m Connecticul already
are subject to confidentiality and it s reasonable (o
extend this protechion to private mediation as well,
Ouwr neighboring states of Massachusetls and Rhode
Lsland have Confhidentiality of Medialion statutes. This
confidentiality applies 10 the work product of the
mediation as well as mandating that a medintor cannct
be compelled to disclose in subsequent judicial or
adimimstrative hearings, any conpnunicalion made
during the covrse of mediation. (conlinuoed on pagre 23




WALLY MARCUS IS AFEM
APPROVED CONSULTANT

Wally Marcus has been named an Approved Consultant
by the Academy of Family Medimtors.  Approved
Cansultant is the lnghest class of membership of the
Academy  Approved Consutants tram, supervise and
mentor divorce mediators. Tn order (o be an approved
consultant a mediator muest have pul'fiL‘lF]?][L-"t_r ulal least
00 mediations and at least 1000 hovre of mediation, be a
Practitioner Member of the Academy ol Family Mediators,
and have parbeipated ina Mediaton Consultant [ustitute.
Wally Marcus is one of only five Approved Consultants i
the State ol Connecticut

DIVORCE 11H FOR NON-LAWYERS

A six-gession seminar was recently conducted by Wally
Marcus at the Center o Divorpe Mediation  on
Connecticut diverce law [or nen-tawyerdmediators The
course melnded marernial on the law o marmage, prenuptial
agreements, the new couwrt tules, the new tax laws, he
detatls of the court action, linancial affidavits, discovery,
parenting, alimony, child support, asset distribution, and
pensions. The highlight ol the course wag  field trip fo
comrt toactually see an uncontested divorce and to speak
with a judge  Judge Hargan met yath the claxs and
answered their questions,  he elass wall be grven again
Please contuaet us if vou are inferested i attending

DID YOL KNOW?

® We occasionally have clients whose 401k 18 thelr anly
liquid asset and who atso have a high debl level 11 is nseful
ta know that 4 401k may be transferred 1o a spouse who
tay liquidate the 401k and still pay only income taxes and
no penalty for carly withdrawal The proceeds may then be
sed to pay off the debt or for any other purpose

¢ Normally chald support ends at the earlier of when a
child attains the age of 19 or graduates tigh school, but
afier Oxctober | 1997 the court mav make appropriate
arders of support for any child with mental relardation, a
mental digability or phvsical disability whe resides with a
parent and ds principally: dependent upon @ parent for
mamntenance untl such child attaing the age ol twenty-one
The child support zuidelines do not apply to such orders

CONFIDENTIALITY OF MEDIATION
BILL BEFORE STATE LEGISLATURE

teontmbed from page 1)

Mandatory  repotting  will be  manitamed  for
incidents o chuld abuse and other actions subject lo
reporting by professionals in the new Connecticut bill,

No testimony agamst Bill 380 was presented and i
15 likely the Judiciary Committee will approve An Act
Converning Medianon,

THE DIVORCE MEDIATORS

Wally Marcus is an Attorney who his practiced banily
Law for 25 wears.  [l2 is an Approved Consultant and
Pracutiener Member of the Academy of Family Mediatars,
fwmeyr President of the Connecticul Council for Davoree
Mediation, lormer Chan ol the Cooneciont Bar Assocanion
Divorce Mediation Comimitiee and nwrpber of the Executive
Conmittee of the Family Law Section ard a nember ol the
Alterative Dispute Section ol the Cannecthag Bar Associnon

Mars G Mearcus, PhoDo s o Clinies | Payveholopist wihi
has bad 2 private practice of individual, couples and by
therapy for 17 vears. Dro Marcus is-a Practitioner Menber
of the Academy of Farmily Mediators, 4 member ol the
Admercan Psvehological Association aid the Connecticul
Psyohological Association, and is Chiel o the Secton of
syvcholopy al Norwalk Hospital
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